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CONNECTICUT CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 


"Conservation is a continuing cause."' 


NOTICE OF THE 1965 ANNUAL MEETING 


Our program is especially stimulating 


TIME: Saturday, November 6, 1965 
Meet at 10:15 AM 


PLACE: The Nature Center of New 
Canaan, Connecticut 


Directions: . 

Take the Merritt Parkway to Exit 
36 in New Canaan; proceed north on 
Old Stamford Road approximately 
1-1/4 miles; bear left at the fork 
and continue north on Park Street 
approximately 3/4 mile to the 
junction with Oenoke Avenue; bear 
left and proceed north of Oenoke 
Avenue approximately 1/4 mile. 
Enter the Nature Center (on the 
left, or west side, just north of 
Gerrish Lane) and follow Conser- 
vancy signs for parking, 


PROGRAM: 
Morning Speaker at 10:30 AM 
Mr. Joseph Ward on "Conservation - 
State Legislation, Conferences and 
Newsletter" 


Business Meeting: the remainder of 
the morning will be taken up with 
varied items of business including 
election of officers. 


Luncheon at 12:30 PM at the Nature 
Center. Bring your own box lunch. 
Hot coffee will be provided. 


Afternoon Speaker at 1:30 PM 
Mr. Brainerd Peck on "State Program 
for Pesticide Control". Discussion, 


Field Trip: A trip will be planned 
to the Kelley Uplands, Kelley Low- 
lands and/or the Browning Wildlife 
Sanctuary, all in New Canaan. 


for this year's Annual Meeting. We are 
to have two guest speakers: Mr. Joseph - 
A. Ward, Jr. at the Morning Session and 
Mr. Brainerd T. Peck at the Afternoon 
Session. 


Mr. Ward works with the Conservation 
Section of the State Department of Agri- 
culture and Natural. Resources and is 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Natural Re- 
Sources Council of Connecticut, Inc. He 
will discuss with us developing plans 
for the 1966 Annual Conservation Con- 
ferencé (sponsored by the Natural Re- 
sources Council) and will discuss the 
growing state-wide newsletter of the 
Association of Conservation Commissions, 
He will also summarize and comment on 
current conservation legislation, espe- 
cially appropriations for state finan- 
cial assistance for local open space 
land purchases. 


Mr. Peck, Consultant for the State 
Board of Pesticide Control works with 
the State Department of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. He will discuss with 
us the program of the State Board of 
Pesticide Control. Mr. Peck has worked 
closely with the appointed members of 
the Board since its creation in 1963 
and will relate to us the Board's accom~ 
plishments, present program and future 
plans. A lively question and answer 
period is anticipated with due regard to 
be given for the many different view- 
points on this important subject. 


Two items to be taken up on the 
Chapter's Business Agenda include an 
addition to the Chapter By-Laws of a 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING (con‘t.) 


new Section 7 be added to Article 

V - Bard of Trustees, to read as 
follows: "Section 7. Past Chairman 
A past Chairman shall be a member of 
the Board of Trustees for a period of 
five years from the end of his term," 
and a motion from the Executive Com- 
mittee recommending that: the Connec- 
ticut Chapter of The Nature Conser- 
vancy make a gift of $1,000 from our 
Chapter Treasury to be given to The 
Nature Conservancy National Guaranty 
and Income Fund in order to help in 
the stabilization of the National 
Endowment of The Nature Conservancy, 


It is hoped that as many of our 
Chapter members as can will attend part 
of all of this Annval Meeting which 
will be held as outlined on page l. 


THE WILLIAM BUELL NATURAL AREA 


Dr. Murray F. Buell, of Middlebush, 
New Jersey, has presented The Nature 
Conservancy with a gift of 60 acres of 
woodland on the upper reaches of the 
Bantam River in Litchfield, Connecticut. 


Dr. Buell, who was a former National 
Governor of The Nature Conservancy, has 
long hoped that this area could be pre- 
served as it was settled by his ancestor 
William Buell when the first white 
people moved into the Litchfield area. 


The property lies west of Route 63 
and just south of Town Line Road, which 
is the boundary of Goshen. The Bantam 
River runs diagonally across and for 
several hundred feet through a beauti- 
ful small gorge. 


Mrs. P. Eric Plehn in Litchfield, 
Project Chairman, will furnish any ad- 
ditional information to those who might 
be interested in visiting this interes- 
ting new gift to The Nature Conservancy. 


GYPSY MOTHS AT THE BURNHAM BROOK PRESERVE 


For the past three years there has 
been a build-up of the gypsy moth popu- 
lation along the Selem-Esst Haddam town 
line. The infestation reached the 
Burnham Brook Preserve curing the Sum- 
mer of 1963 and reached a peak in 1965. 


Some of the citizens in East Haddam 
voted in Town Meeting last Spring to 
appropriate $23,000 to match an equal 
state appropriation for spraying the en- 
tire town by air with the pesticide Sevin. 
The Burnham Brook Preserve Committee, te- 
gether with ten adjacent landowners, re- 
quested that a block of about 2,000 acres 
not be sprayed, The boundaries were care- 
fully mapped, the maps filed with the town 
and with the State Board of Pesticide Con- 
trol. Despite these efforts, @ swath at 
least 200 yards in length was treated 
within the heart of the Preserve as evi- 
denced by splattered foliage, 


In 1964 the Preserve provided a source 
of moths needed by the Connecticut Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station for genetic 
work, and this Summer the Preserve pro- 
vided Dr. Benjamin Cosenze of the Univer- 
sity of Connecticut and his students with 
the collecting grounds and material for a 
study of the bacterial and virus diseases 


lations. 


An analysis of a stand of hardwoods 
that had been completely defoliated for 
at least two consecutive years (19603 and 
1964) in unsprayed Salem revealed a mor- 
tality in the stand falling between 7 and 
10 percent. Most of the dead trees were 
white oaks and pignut hickories. Many of 
the dead trees were growing under crowded 
conditions and would have been eliminated 
by competition within a few years whether 
or not there had been defoliation, With- 
in the Preserve some of the larger hem~ 
locks growing among the oaks were killed, 
but seedling and sapling hemlocks were 
very little affected. 


This Fall there are very few egg 
masses in evidence on the Preserve. The 
natural parasites and predators of the 
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BYRAM RIVER GORGE 


The Byram River Gorge is an area of 
exceptional natural beauty. Its steep 
walls are forested with one of the finest 
stands of very large hemlocks in the 
State of Connecticut. The Nature Conser- 
vancy has anchor pieces in this lovely 
gorge: the Gimbel Tract at the south 
end and the Warburg Tract at the north 
end. The National Audubon Society also 
has an anchor piece nearby the Warburg 
Tact. 


But the most exciting acquisition by 
The Conservancy to preserve this area is 
just occurring, The way was laid for the 
preservation of the Byram River Gorge 
when the Planning and Zoning Commission 
of the Town of Greenwich wisely desig- 
nated this wild gorge as a "Natural Park 
or Preserve.'' Appeal to change the de- 
Signation of a 28-acre strip in the heart 
of this gorge so as to allow a golf course 
was opposed by conservationists and denied, 
Subsequently an agreement has been worked 
out to protect this area. A 50-acre par- 
cel of rear land including the 28 acres 
designated as a preserve is to be pur- 
chased by the Connecticut Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy. In return the Con- 
vent of the Sacred Heart will sell 65 
acres of its property adjacent to the 
golf course to the golfers. 


Mrs. G. H. Milliken, of Pierson Drive 
Greenwich, is Project Chairman for this 
exciting project. She is now endeavoring 
to raise $100,000 for the purchase of 
land in the Gorge including this tract. 
The contract for this 28-acre strip has 
been signed and transactions are to be 
completed by November Ist. Any contri- 
butions will be most welcome and should 
be sent to Mrs, Milliken, 


GYSPY MOTHS (con't.) 

gypsy moth (parasitic wasps, predaceous 
beetles, birds and especially micro- 
organisms) have brought the infestation 
under control with no substantial damage 
to the forest in this unsprayed area. 


The efforts of the Preserve Committee 
have prevented the disruption of natural 
conditions in the Brook and in the wood- 


land, which would have been caused by the 


OUTDOOR EDUCATION WORKSHOP 


The Connecticut Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy is again sponsoring the Out- 
door Education Workshop being held oa 
October 29th as part of the Connecticut 
Education Association annual Teacher's 
Convention. Open to interested teachers, 
this year's Workshop will be held in 
Wilton, Connecticut. 


The key speaker will be Dr. Matthew 
Brennen of the Conservation and Research 
Foundation in New York City. He will 
talk on "Teaching in the Total Environ~ 
ment.'' Guided tours of their interesting 
outdoor areas adjacent to schools will 
follow. 


A half-day session, coffee and re- 
gistration are at 8:30, the program is 
from 9:00 to 12:30, Any one interested 
may gain further information from Mr, 
William R. Eblen, Science Co-ordinator 
for the Wilton Public Schools and Chair=- 
man of the Workshop Committee. 


MARINA THREATENS MAMACOKE 


A large marina is being planned for 
the west shore of the Thames River imme- 
diately north of the Mamacoke Natural Area 
of the Connecticut College Arboretum. 
College officials discovered by chance that 
an application for a permit to dredge the 
river and to construct docking facilities 
within less than 100 feet of the Mamacoke 
shoreline was scheduled for a hearing be- 
fore the State Water Resources Commission. 
This plan was vigorously protested and 
all possible steps are being taken to 
protect the riparian rights of this Na- 
tural Area. 

This new threat to our oldest Pre- 
serve again illustrates the fact that con- 
servation is a continuing cause. It also 
points up the vital need of Project Commit- 
tees for each Preserve with people who are 
continually alert to things that will affect 
their Preserve. Such now is the work of 
the Mamacoke Project Committee. 


direct application of a highly toxic compound, 


The effects which may have been caused by 


drift and Sevin "fallout" cannot be determined. 


COTTON HOLLOW PRESERVE 


The Glastonbury Sub-Chapter and 
Town of Glastonbury officials have been 
cooperating in the operation of a 54- 
acre Nature Preserve given to the Town 
last Fall, This Preserve adjoins a 
tract given to the Conservancy by Miss 
Amy Pratt in 1960 when the Glastonbury 
Chapter was formed. 


The Preserve is located in a section 
of Town known as Cotton Hollw, an area 
rich in history and in natural beauty. 
Donor of the gift was the Cotton Hollow 
Club, an organization formed twenty 
years ago for the purpose of preserving 
the area in its natural state, Recog- 
nizing its own mortality, the Club had 
been searching in recent years for a 
more permanent means of securing its 
objective, A plan was worked out where- 
by the land would be in public owner- 
ship, thus assuring its availability to 
the public, yet protected from public 
pressure for recreational uses incompa- 
tible with a nature preserve. The land 
was deeded to the Town of Glastonbury 
with a reverter clause to the Connecti- 
cut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy if 
the terms of the deed are violated. The 
deed stipulates that the Glastonbury 
Sub-Chapter of The Conservancy shall 
supervise the use and care of the Pre- 
serve with the consent of the Town Coun- 
cil and the advice of the Town Conserva- 
tion Commission. 


The Nature Conservancy, acting through 
its Cotton Hollow Project Committee un- 
der the able chairmanship of Dana Waring, 
made recommendations as to access, par- 
king, maintenance, trails, uses, and 
surveillance. A detailed and rather 
restrictive ordinance regulating the use 
of the Preserve was formulated to enable 
the Town to take legal action should the 
Preserve be misused. Nature Conservancy 
members and the Town Park Department 
share patrol duties. The Town has pro- 
vided a roadside parking area, signs, 
and general maintenance, The Conser- 
vancy Committee marked out and cleared 
three trails and is responsible for 
maintaining them. It is preparing a 
map of the trails so that users will be 


able to locate the sites of the many mills 
that once harnessed the thundering waters 
of Roaring Brook: the 19th century cotton 
mills that gave the area its name; a 
Revolutionary War powder mills; anchor works; 
iron foundry; and 18th century saw mills 
and grist mills. Also visible from the 
trails are the ruins of a 60-foot dam, at 
one time the highest in New England. 


Hemlock, beech and oak are the dominant 
trees of the steep hillsides. Mountain 
laurel and ferns cover the slopes. Arbutus, 
trillium, hepatica and bloodroot are but a 
few of the wildflowers that make the single- 
file trails a delight to explore, 


The trails were well 
Sunday shortly after the Preserve was opened 
when the Conservancy and the Town Conserva- 
tion Commission cooperated in sponsoring 
guided tours. In one afternoon some 350 
townspeople showed up for a visit to this 
latest of Glastonbury's open space acquisi- 
tions. Fortunately, the subsequent number 
of daily visitors to the Preserve has been 
well below that figure, but on any Saturday 
or Sunday afternoon quite a few people ca 
be found there enjoying the beauty and 
feeling of remoteness. 


initiated one Spring 


As with all naturel areas adjacent to 
urban areas, the challenge will be to 
balance public use with natural conditions. 
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OAK LEAF AWARD 


We are again proud to have one of our 
Connecticut Chapter officers as a recipient 
of the Conservation Award given by The 
Nature Conservancy at its National Annual 
Meeting. Given to people who have made 
outstanding voluntary efforts for conserva~ 


Award now being worn by our Chepter Chair- 
Congratula- 
tions, Happy! 


Let's All Try To Make 


The Chapter Annual Meeting! 


LOCAL LAND TRUSTS 


In the past few years in Connecticut 
there has been a number of local town- 
level groups who have taken independent 
action to preserve open space in their 
towns. One of the most successful has 
been in the Town of Madison along the 
coastline. 


The legal structure of the many 
land trusts differs, but the basic con- 
cept of each is to form a non-profit 
corporation, private or public, which 
holds title to land which is to be kept 
as open space. 


In Madison the land trust has been 
opened to public membership and several 
hundred townspeople and others have 
taken memberships. The Madison group 
has successfully preserved several sec- 
tions of valuable tidal marshland. The 
local land trusts should and do work 
closely with the town conservation com-~ 
missions. Often many of the same people 
support and participate in the activi- 
ties of both entities. As can be anti« 
cipated numerous legal complications 
do occur and it is most helpful if 
there is an attorney among the land 
trust supporters, 


The emergence of independent local 
land trusts has not been looked upon 
with favor by all. Some seem to fear 
that fragmentation of purpose and 
divergéente of programs will result in 
some loss to the conservation effort. 
However, we ask whether one can imagine 
more fragmentation or diversification 
than one finds everywhere about us in 
the details of our flora and fauna? Man 
attempts to make order out of the com- 
plexity of nature by assigning labels 
to gross identification characteristics 
but the underlying diversification is 
evident to all but the casual observer. 


Wien local citizens have the assis- 
tance of sound legal advice and construc- 
tive conservation ideas it is anticipated 
that the net result can only be beneficial 
to the conservation and open space effort. 


The Nature Conservancy has always 
stood ready and does stand ready to en- 
courage and assist, within its means, 


any local group interested in preserving 
land and the development of local or even 
inter-town land trusts is to be supported 
and encouraged. 

One strong feature of local public 
land trusts is that by use of that vehicle 
the local people are getting to work to- 
gether on a tangible local project and can 
see concrete meaningful results of signi- 
ficance to their own local community. The 
personal dedication to action arising out 
of an active public land trust such as the 
one in Madison is an item altogether too 
often lacking in our modern impersonal 
society. 


NATURE PRESERVES BILL 


The Nature Preserves Bill did not 
pass during the 1965 Legislature. It did 
receive many favorable comments and en- 
dorsements and was not opposed by anyone. 


The amended version provided for a 
Nature Preserves Advisory Board appointed 
by the Governor to serve under and with 
the Park and Forest Commission, 
Board would recommend areas as Nature Pre= 
serves to the Park and Forest Commission 
with final approval by the Governor. 


By the closing weeks of the Legisla- 
ture the concept of a Nature Preserves 
Advisory Board had been explained to most 
of the concerned administrative and legis=- 
lative officials, By that time, however, 
the pressure of other short renge legis- 
lation combined with legislative procedures 
caused the bill to get bottled up in both 
the House and Senate Committees. 


The Park and Forest Commission went on 
record as approving the Nature Preserves 
Bill but too late for effective action at 
this last Session. With all the favorable 
comments and endorsements it is anticipated 
that the 1967 Legislature will enact a 
Nature Preserves Bill. 


The Advisory 


PROTECTIONS FROM CONDEMNATION OF OPEN 
SPACE LANDS 


Section 7-131k of the Connecticut 
Statutes was amended by the 1965 Legis-= 
lature by Public Act 609 to give added 
and highly significant protections to 
conservation and recreation lands from 
State condemnation, 


Section 7=-131k now provides that the 
State can take land "restricted to con- 
servation or recreation use in accor- 
dance with an established open space 
program" only after following certain 
steps. 


FIRST, a public hearing must be 
held, It must be duly advertiséd in 
a local newspaper giving reasons why 
open space land is taken rather than 
other land, 


SECOND, the governing body of the 
municipality in which the land is 
located must approve the taking. If 
the municipality does not approve the 
State may apply to the Courts for per- 
mission to take the land. At the Court 
hearing ANY interested citizen may be 
heard. Section 7=-131k states that the 
Judge after considering that it is "the 
public policy of this State that open 
space land shall be preserved" can only 
allow condemnation if he finds that no 
other land will serve the purpose of 
such taking, 


THIRD, the State then is required 
to provide comparable land to be placed 
in the open space program or grant the 
municipality sufficient funds to be used 
to replace the lost open space. 


This legislation is of great impor- 
tances Each of us should take steps 
to see that in our own towns an estab- 
lished open space program is enacted 
and that the conservation and recrea- 
tion lands are set out so they will 
have this legal protection against un- 
reasonable State condemnation. 


The Legislature has now declared 
our public policy is to preserve open 
space. It is now up to each of us to 
assist and encourage our local town, 


city or borough officials to enact an open 
Space program and to have designated there- 
on the conservation and recreation areas 
so they can be protected and State agencies 
when planning their programs will know 
what areas to avoid. 


Editor's Note: 


It has been brought to our attention 
that some and perhaps all towns are re- 
ceiving requests from the State Highway 
Department to designate on maps of the 
town the location of conservation and re- 
creation areas within the town. Each of 
us should contact our First Selectman, 
Mayor, Town Manager or Planning Official 
and see that all conservation and recrea- 
tion areas, public and private, in each 
town are accurately end satisfactorily 
set forth on the town map before it is re- 
turned to the State Highway Department. 
In addition we should try to remember to 
have additional designations made as 
additional conservation and recreation 
areas are set aside in the future. 


THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
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